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President Franklin D. Roosevelt 


ABOARD ALL 


These ship ... their stories and destinies 
U.S. POTOMAC SOLE SURVIVING SHIP STILL SAILING 
USS INDIANAPOLIS (CA-35) 


This Portland-class heavy cruiser first embarked president Roosevelt at Campobello Island on July 1, 
1933, for a trip to Annapolis and a second time for a naval review off New York city in 1934. A third trip 
was in 1936 on a 27-day presidential goodwill cruise to South America. 


He boarded the Indianapolis, at Campobello after 
“skippering” the Amberjack II, a twin-masted 45-foot 
schooner, on a 400-mile vacation trip along the New 
England coast celebrating the first 100 days of his 
presidency. Arriving at his boyhood summer home at 
Campobello, he had skillfully navigated his tiny schooner 
over dangerously rough seas, through pea-soup fog and 
heavy squalls. Greeted on arrival by the Indianapolis 
with a 21-gun salute while the ship’s band played “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” as the Amberjack I/ crossed its 
bow. His last visit to Campobello had been 12 years 
earlier when he was carried out on a canvas stretcher, 
his legs limp and useless from polio. Unimaginable 
then, he now returned as president. 


1FDR with son James on Amberjack II. James Roosevelt 
was founding chairman of the Potomac Association 


The Indianapolis was flagship for Admiral Raymond Spruance from 1943 to 1945 while he commanded 
the Fifth Fleet in battles across the Central Pacific. 


In July 1945, Indianapolis completed a top-secret high-speed trip from Hunters Point, San Francisco to 
deliver enriched uranium-235 (about half the world’s supply at the time) and other components to 
Tinian Naval Base for “Little Boy,” the first nuclear weapon ever used in combat when dropped on 
Hiroshima a few weeks later. 


On July 30, 1945, the ship was hit by two torpedoes from a Japanese submarine and sank in 12 minutes. 
Approximately 300 of the 1,195 crew went down with the ship. The remaining 890 were set adrift with 


depth of 18,000 feet in the Philippine Sea’ 


few lifeboats and many without life jackets 
faced exposure and shark attacks? while 
stranded in the water before 316 were saved 
when discovered four days later by a routine 
seaplane patrol. 


The sinking of the Indianapolis resulted in 
the greatest loss of life from a single ship in 
the history of the U.S. Navy. Located in 2017 
by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen’s “USS 
Indianapolis Project,” her wreck lies at a 


1 “Ocean of Fear” a 2007 episode of the Discovery Channel TV series Shark Week claims the sinking of Indianapolis 


resulted in the most shark attacks on humans in history. 


2 PBS documentary “USS Indianapolis: The Final Chapter” released January 8, 2019, provides a full exposition of the 


location of the wreck. 


USS HOUSTON (CA-30) 


President Roosevelt came aboard this heavy cruiser 
(originally designated as a light cruiser) on July 1, 1934, at 
Annapolis for a cruise of almost 12,000 nautical miles 
through the Caribbean and to Portland, Oregon, by way of 
Hawaii. FDR embarked again on October 3 in Seattle for a 
vacation trip to islands in Mexico on the way to 
Charleston, South Carolina. The Houston was back on the 
West Coast to celebrate the opening of the Golden Gate 
Bridge on May 28, 1937. In Oakland, on July 14, 1938, the 
President boarded her again for a Fleet Review and 24-day 
cruise to fish the waters of Galapagos Islands ending in 
Pensacola, Florida. 


During the war she engaged in the Battle of Bali Sea, the convey under attack to reinforce troops 
defending Timor, and the Battle of Java Sea. On February 28, 1942, she and the HMAS Perth left Tanjong 
Priok sailing through the Sunda Strait thought to be free of enemy warships but a large Japanese force 
had assembled nearby. Soon the two allied ships were surrounded by multiple Japanese warships. The 
Perth was hit by four torpedoes in the space of a few minutes, then subject to close-range gunfire until 
sinking in the early hours of March 1, 1942. 


The Houston was struck by a torpedo shortly before midnight. Her gunners had scored hits on three 
different destroyers and sunk a minesweeper, but she was struck by three more torpedoes in quick 
succession. Captain Albert Brooks was killed by a bursting shell and as the ship came to a stop, Japanese 
destroyers moved in, machine-gunning the decks and men in the water. A few minutes later, Houston 
rolled over and sank. Of the 1,061 aboard, 368 survived only to be captured by the Japanese and 
interned in prison camps. Of 368 personnel taken as prisoners, 77 (21%) died in captivity. Houston’s fate 
was not fully known by the world for almost nine months, and the full story of her last fight was not told 
until the survivors were liberated from prison camps after 3.5 years at the end of the war. 


Captain Albert H. Rooks? received posthumously the Medal of Honor.’ Chaplain George 
S. Rentz (pictured here), who had surrendered his life jacket to a younger sailor after 
finding himself in the water, was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross. He was the 
only Navy Chaplain to be so honored during World War Il. 


The wreck of USS Houston (Ghost of the Java Coast) with the nearby wreck of her 
Australian partner HMAS Perth has been dived by amateur scuba divers since at least 
the early 1970’s causing concern about the integrity and sanctity of the sites. The two wrecks have 
been surveyed by several diving commissions. There is a memorial for the USS Houston in downtown 
Houston at Sam Houston Park that includes the ship’s bell “unofficially” raised from the wreck in 1973. 
The HMAS Perth’s bell is on permanent display at the Perth Town Hall in Western Australia. 


3 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintains Rook Park, five miles east of Wala Wala, Washington, named in his 
honor. 

4 The Award citation reads in part “Captain Rook died on the bridge and went down with his ship after her 
courageous fight against overwhelming odds.” 


USS TUSCALOOSA (CA-37) 


Just weeks before the start of World War II when 
Adolph Hitler invaded Poland, President Roosevelt 
boarded the heavy cruiser Tuscaloosa in New York on 
August 12, 1939, asserting that “...war is not certain.” 
After meeting with New York Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia, the ship left for a trip to Canadian waters 
including a stop at Campobello for a luncheon with 
family and neighbors at his old summer home. On 
board, it was largely fishing by day and movies at 
night. He disembarked on Aug. 24 at Sandy Hook, 
New Jersey, to return to the White House by train as 


the threat of war mounted. 


The President’s second trip on the Tuscaloosa departed February 15, 1940, on a 15-day roundtrip from 
Pensacola to Panama and the west coast of Central America. He inspected the defenses of the canal and 
fished regularly but caught “damned few fish.” 


For his third trip, the President was joined by his dog Fala, departing from Miami on Dec. 3, 1940, ona 
10-day Caribbean cruise, a month after a grueling presidential campaign for his third term. Although 
America was not yet in the war, he wanted to use the time aboard the Tuscaloosa to mull without 
distraction how to prepare the country for war. On the cruise, a seaplane landed with a long 
memorandum from Prime Minister Winston Churchill explaining that Great Britain was no longer able to 
pay cash for shipping and other supplies as then required by “cash and carry” provisions of the Neutrality 
Act. It first appeared the Churchill memo had not made an impact on the President. Later, Harry 
Hopkins, the president’s closest advisor, recalled that “...Then, one evening, he suddenly came up with it 
—the whole program.” Within the week, the President would announce his “lend lease” plan for the 
United States as the “arsenal for democracy.” On March 11, 1941, the Lend-Lease Act was signed into 
law. Churchill called it “the most unsorted act in the history of any nation.” The Tuscaloosa landed at 
Charleston, South Carolina, on December 14 where FDR departed for Warm Springs on the way back to 
the White House and the announcement of his Lend-Lease proposal. He said Fala had been well- 
behaved but over-fed by the crew. 


During the war, she served in the Atlantic theater until 1945 when she transferred to the Pacific. In the 
Atlantic she was engaged in a series of operations including Operation Torch, the allied invasion of North 
Africa in 1942- 1943. Later she was part of the Normandy Invasion. In the Pacific she engaged at Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa and the Philippine Islands until the Japanese surrendered. Although narrowly missing 
several torpedoes from a Vichy French submarine in the Atlantic and the maelstrom of the kamikazes in 
the Pacific, the Tuscaloosa lived a charmed life. 


Post-war she was largely engaged in troop relocations until phased-out of commission at Philadelphia on 
February 13, 1946, transferred to reserve status and then sold for scrap on June 25, 1959. 


The ship’s former mast is the centerpiece of the Tuscaloosa Veterans Memorial Park, which also features 
one of her five-inch guns, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


USS Augusta (CA-31) 


Launched on Feb. 1, 1930, this heavy cruiser served as presidential flagship for both Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman. 


The Augusta was the American venue for FDR’s historic meeting with British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill in August 1941, off-shore Newfoundland, Canada. They agreed upon the Atlantic Charter 
setting the vision and principles for the post war world. FDR had announced to the world that he was 
going fishing on the USS Potomac. Instead, he 
transferred in secret from the Potomac to the 
Augusta in the early morning hours. With FDR 
aboard, the heavy cruiser, escorted by the USS 
Tuscaloosa, headed to Placentia Bay to meet 
Churchill arriving from Great Britain on the 
battleship HMS Prince of Wales,° After the 
President transferred to the Augusta, the Potomac 
still flying the President’s flag continued its decoy 
role in New England waters with a secret services 
agent posing as FDR fishing from the deck. After 
the Atlantic Conference, the Augusta reconnected 
with the Potomac to transfer the President back 
to his Presidential Yacht where he had an on- 
board press conference at Rockland, Maine, on August 16 to announce the historic meeting. 


In the pre-war years, she shuffled back and forth between China, Japan and the Philippines returning to 
Mare Island in California for a major refit and then a transfer to the Atlantic Fleet in April 1941 under the 
flag of Admiral Ernest J. King, then Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet. 


During the war, she was successfully engaged in “Operation Torch” with Major General George S. Patton 
on board in the fall 1942, joining the naval attack of Casablanca. In June 1944, the Augusta took part In 
the Normandy invasion with Lt. General Omar Bradley on board leaving the ship with his staff on June 10 
to establish headquarters ashore. She then participated in Operation Dragoon, the allied landing 
operation in Southern France to open another supply point to the European theater. 


She served in the screen of ships protecting the return of President Roosevelt on the USS Quincy from 
the Yalta Conference. President Roosevelt died April 12, 1945. The Augusta carried President Harry S. 
Truman accompanied by Secretary of State James F. Byrnes and Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy on her 
first leg of their voyage to the Potsdam Conference arriving July 14, 1945. They were met on board by 
General Dwight Eisenhower. On August 2, she welcomed her distinguished passengers again, joined by 
King Geroge VI. President Truman was aboard when he got the news that the atomic bomb had been 
dropped on Hiroshima. She returned the president to the United States arriving August 7, 1945. 


The USS Augusta was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on March 1, 1959, and sold for scrap in 
November to Robert Benjamin of Panama City, Florida. 


> British Battleship HMS Prince of Wales was sunk by Japanese bombers on Dec. 10, 1941, while returning to 
Singapore with the loss of 327 sailors. The wreck is nearly upside down on the bottom off Kuantan, Malaysia. 


USS lowa (BB-61) 


The lowa served in both World War II and the Korean War. The lead battleship of her class, she was first 
commissioned In 1943, decommissioned and recommissioned twice before her final decommissioning 
Oct. 26, 1990. The lowa served in both the Pacific and Atlantic theaters during World War II. The advent 
of aircraft carriers impacted the importance of battleships. She was the last to be built. 


In 1943, the USS Potomac’ secretly carried 
FDR from the marine base at Quantico, VA. to 
connect with the lowa in Chesapeake Bay. It 
was the first sea leg on the long journey for 
meetings in Cairo with Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and China President Chiang Kai-shek 
and then in Tehran with Soviet Union 
President Joseph Stalin and Churchill.’ At 
Tehran, the United States and Britain 
committed to the Normandy Invasion of 
France in mid-1944 (Operation Overlord) and 
Stalin agreed in principle to join the war 
against Japan after Germany was defeated. 
After the Tehran conference, FDR returned to the United States on the jowa meeting again with the 
Potomac on December 16 off Cherry Point, VA. for the final leg back to the White House on the 
presidential yacht concluding his historic 35-day, 17,422-mile trip. 


During a gunnery exercise in 1989, an explosion ripped through the Number Two 16-inch gun turret, 
killing 47 crewmen. Investigations first targeted a dead crewman in a suicide attempt, but later 
concluded there was no evidence to support that claim. The incident remains one of the surface Navy’s 
worst losses of life during peacetime operations. 


After 19 years of commissioned service, she was decommissioned the last time October 26,1990, and 
placed in anchorage with the reserve fleet (“mothball fleet”) in Suisun Bay near San Francisco. In 2011, 
the lowa’s home was transferred to the Port of Loa Angeles where she is now berthed at 250 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Los Angeles (San Pedro), California, as a naval museum for public tours under the direction and 
control of the Pacific Battleship Center. 


5 The USS Potomac and the USS Iowa are reported as the only two U.S Navy ships with bathtubs which were added 
to accommodate the physical needs of their most senior shared passenger. 
7 See USS Potomac Mini-History “USS Potomac Role in President Roosevelt’s Tehran Conference 


USS Quincy (CA-71) 


A heavy cruiser of the Baltimore class, she was originally named St. Paul 
but prior to commissioning was renamed Quincy to perpetuate that 
name after destruction of the second Quincy (CA-39) at the Battle of 
Savo Island. She was launched on December 15, 1943. 


President Roosevelt left Newport News, Virigina, January 23, 1945, on 
the Quincy for a 35-day roundtrip, by way of Malta, to the Yalta 
Conference in the Crimea with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin. FDR was joined on the trip by his 
daughter Anna (Mrs. John Boettiger). On the outbound voyage he 
celebrated on board what would be his last birthday on January 30. 


At Yalta the big three (Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin) planned for the unconditional surrender and 
reorganization of Germany and its capital Berlin into four occupied zones controlled by the U.S., British, 
French and the Soviet Union 


On its voyage, the Quincy hosted British Prime Minister Churchill, King Faruk of Egypt, Emperor Haile 
Selassie of Ethiopia and King ibn Saud of Saudia Arabia, all heads of state. 


On the return trip his trusted aid and friend General Edwin H. Watson died in his cabin of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. The Quincy returned to Newport News on February 27 All in all, a difficult trip with a 
difficult outcome for the most powerful man in the world who would be dead in 44-days. 


During World II, the Quincy participated in the invasion of Europe. On arrival at Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, she was inspected on May 15, 1944, by General Dwight D Eisenhower, Supreme Commander, 
Allied Expeditionary Force. On June 6, the Quincy engaged shore batteries from her station on the right 
flank of Utah Beach. After continuous action in the European theater, the ship returned in early 
September to Boston to be outfitted for her forthcoming presidential cruise. 


For the remainder of her World War II career, she transferred to the Pacific theater supporting carriers in 
strikes including Okinawa and the Japanese home islands. She was decommissioned on October 19, 
1946, but was brought back into service in 1952 for the Korean War where she was engaged the second 
half of 1953. 


Decommissioned a second time in 1954, she sat in the Puget Sound reserve fleet until stricken and sold 
for scrap on September 1, 1974, to the American Ship Dismantling Co., Portland, Oregon, for 
$1,156,667.66. Of her Baltimore class, she had the second shortest active career and was in active 
service for only 5.5 years. 


